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the 21st century is to find a way to be
One America. We can meet all the
other challenges, if we can go forward
as One America.

You know, barely more than 300 days
from now, we will cross that bridge
into the new millennium. This is a mo-
ment, as the First Lady has said, to
honor the past and imagine the future.
I would like to take just a minute to
honor her for leading our Millennium
Project, for all she has done for our
children, for all she has done in her his-
toric role to serve our Nation and our
best ideals at home and abroad. I honor
her.

Last year, I called on Congress and
every citizen to mark the millennium
by saving America’s treasures. Hillary
has traveled all across the country to
inspire recognition and support for sav-
ing places like Thomas Edison’s inven-
tion factory and Harriet Tubman’s
home.

Now we have to preserve our treas-
ures in every community, and tonight,
before I close, I want to invite every
town, every city, every community, to
become a nationally recognized millen-
nium community, by launching
projects that save our history, promote
our arts and humanities, prepare our
children for the 21st century.

Already the response has been re-
markable, and I want to say a special
word of thanks to our private sector
partners and to Members in Congress of
both parties for their support. Just one
example: Because of you, the Star
Spangled Banner will be preserved for
the ages.

In ways large and small, as we look
to the millennium, we are Kkeeping
alive what George Washington called
“‘the sacred fire of liberty.”

Six years ago, I came to office in a
time of doubt for America, with our
economy troubled, our deficit high, our
people divided. Some even wondered
whether our best days were behind us.

But across this country, in 1,000
neighborhoods, I had seen, even amidst
the pain and uncertainty of recession,
the real heart and character of Amer-
ica. I knew then that we Americans
could renew this country.

Tonight, as I deliver the last State of
the Union address of the 20th century,
no one anywhere in the world can
doubt the enduring resolve and bound-
less capacity of the American people to
work toward that ‘‘more perfect
union’ of our founders’ dream.

We are now at the end of a century
when generation after generation of
Americans answered the call to great-
ness, overcoming Depression, lifting up
the dispossessed, bringing down bar-
riers to racial prejudice, building the
largest middle class in history, winning
two World Wars in the ‘‘long twilight
struggle” of the Cold War. We must all
be profoundly grateful for the magnifi-
cent achievements of our forebears in
this century.
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Yet perhaps in the daily press of
events, in the clash of controversy, we
don’t see our own time for what it
truly is, a new dawn for America. Ten
yvears from tonight, another American
President will stand in this place and
report on the State of the Union. He, or
she, will look back on a 21st century
shaped in so many ways by the deci-
sions we make here and now.

So let it be said of us then that we
were thinking not only of our time, but
of their time; that we reached as high
as our ideals; that we put aside our di-
visions and found a new hour of healing
and hopefulness; that we joined to-
gether to serve and strengthen the land
we love.

My fellow Americans, this is our mo-
ment. Let us lift our eyes as one na-
tion, and from the mountain top of this
American century, look ahead to the
next one, asking God’s blessing on our
endeavors and on our beloved country.

Thank you, and good evening.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 10 o’clock and 27 minutes p.m. the
President of the United States, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the invited guests from the
Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

——————

JOINT SESSION DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint session of the two Houses now
dissolved.

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 32
minutes p.m., the joint session of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

———

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the message of the President be
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union and
ordered to be printed.

The motion was agreed to.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)
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Mr. HOYER for 5 minutes today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DUNCAN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ROYCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DREIER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BLILEY, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. WELLER, for 5 minutes, today.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker,
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the pro-
visions of House Concurrent Resolution
11 of the 106th Congress, the House
stands adjourned until 12:30 p.m. Tues-
day, February 2, 1999, for morning hour
debates or, under the previous order of
the House, until 2 p.m. tomorrow, un-
less the House sooner receives a mes-
sage from the Senate transmitting its
concurrence in House Concurrent Reso-
lution 11.

Thereupon (at 10 o’clock and 34 min-
utes p.m.) pursuant to House Concur-
rent Resolution 11, the House ad-
journed until Tuesday, February 2,
1999, at 12:30 p.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

26. A letter from the Congressional Review
Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Veterinary Services User Fees; Embryo Col-
lection Center Approval Fee [Docket No. 98-
005-2] received December 28, 1998, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

27. A letter from the Administrator, Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule—Tart Cherries Grown in the
States of Michigan, et al.; Final Free and Re-
stricted Percentages for the 1998-99 Crop
Year for Tart Cherries [Docket No. FV98-930—
1 FR] received January 12, 1999, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

28. A letter from the Manager, Federal
Crop Insurance Corporation, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule—General Administrative Regula-
tions; Interpretations of Statutory and Reg-
ulatory Provisions—received January 13,
1999, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

I move
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